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ConsumerAffairs is not a government agency. Companies displayed may pay us to be Authorized or when you click a link, call a number or fill a form on our site. Our content is intended to be used for general information purposes only. It is very important to do your own analysis before making any investment based on your own personal circumstances and consult with your own investment, financial, tax and legal
advisers.Company NMLS Consumer Access #2110672 MORTGAGE BROKER ONLY, NOT A MORTGAGE LENDER OR MORTGAGE CORRESPONDENT LENDER NOTICE TO VERMONT CONSUMERS: THIS IS A LOAN SOLICITATION ONLY. CONSUMERS UNIFIED, LLC IS NOT A LENDER. INFORMATION RECEIVED WILL BE SHARED WITH ONE OR MORE THIRD PARTIES IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR LOAN
INQUIRY. THE LENDER MAY NOT BE SUBJECT TO ALL VERMONT LENDING LAWS. THE LENDER MAY BE SUBJECT TO FEDERAL LENDING LAWS.Home Warranty disclosure for New Jersey Residents: The product being offered is a service contract and is separate and distinct from any product or service warranty which may be provided by the home builder or manufacturer.Consumers Unified, LLC does not
take loan or mortgage applications or make credit decisions. Rather, we display rates from lenders that are licensed or otherwise authorized to work in Vermont. We forward your information to a lender you wish to contact so that they may contact you directly.Copyright 2025 Consumers Unified, LLC DBA ConsumerAffairs. All Rights Reserved. The contents of this site may not be republished, reprinted, rewritten
or recirculated without written permission. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential
cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. The Maintenance Schedule calculates service needs based on your cars mileage. It checks engine-operating conditions and helps coordinate oil service dates and other maintenance check-ups. Prevent problems before they occur. *1: If the
message SERVICE does not appear more than 12 months after the display is reset, change the engine oil every year. Independent of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3 if they are noisy. B Replace Engine Oil and oil filter*1 Inspect front and rear brakes, service as necessary
Check parking brake adjustment Inspect tie rod ends, steering gearbox, and boots Inspect suspension components Inspect driveshaft boots Inspect brake hoses and lines (including ABS/VSA) Inspect all fluid levels and condition of fluids Inspect exhaust system# Inspect fuel lines and connections# *1: If the message SERVICE does not appear more than 12 months after the display is reset, change the engine oil
every year. Independent of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3 if they are noisy. Independent of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3
if they are noisy. 2 Replace air cleaner element Replace air cleaner element*2 Replace dust and pollen filter*3 Inspect drive belt *2: If you drive in dusty conditions, replace the air cleaner element every 15,000 miles (24,000 km). *3: If you drive primarily in urban areas that have high concentrations of soot in the air from industry and from diesel-powered vehicles, replace the dust and pollen filter every 15,000
miles (24,000 km). Independent of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3 if they are noisy. 3 Replace transmission and transfer fluid* * Not available on all models Independent of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed
every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3 if they are noisy. 4 Inspect Various Systems & Components Replace spark plugs Replace timing belt & inspect water pump Inspect valve clearance *4: If you drive regularly in very high temperatures (over 110F, 43C), in very low temperatures (under -20F, -29C), or tow a trailer, replace every 60,000 miles/100,000 km. Independent
of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3 if they are noisy. Replace engine coolant Independent of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3
if they are noisy. 6 Replace rear differential fluid* Replace rear differential fluid* * Not available on all models Independent of the Maintenance Minder information, replace the brake fluid every 3 years. Inspect idle speed every 160,000 miles (256,000 km). Adjust the valves during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3 if they are noisy. Crash Course: On average, Acura owners pay $501 per year for maintenance and repairs.
Acura maintenance costs are low for the industry and very low for luxury models. Extended car warranties or prepaid maintenance plans can help manage Acura maintenance costs. Acura vehicles are known for their dependability, which is reflected in their low repair and maintenance costs. RepairPal, a trusted repair cost-estimation site, ranks Acura in second place overall for its reliability. But how much does
Acura maintenance cost per year? In this article, well discuss annual maintenance costs for Acuras, vehicle reliability, and how to lower your overall auto expenses. One way to save money on your auto bill is by buying an extended warranty. Weve reviewed the best extended car warranty companies to help drivers find the right provider and will recommend a few options. Average Acura Maintenance Cost
According to RepairPal, Acura drivers pay $501 on average for annual repairs and maintenance. Compared to other vehicles, this is a relatively low upkeep cost. The average for all brands is $652, and many luxury vehicles have even higher maintenance costs due to expensive specialty parts and high breakdown rates. Acura maintenance costs vary by vehicle, but all are fairly affordable. Heres an Acura
maintenance cost comparison between a few different models: Acura ModelAverage Annual Acura Maintenance Cost*Acura ILX$435Acura TLX$440Acura RLX$471Acura RDX$497Acura MDX$571 *Data from RepairPal. What Determines Acura Maintenance Costs? While scheduled annual maintenance is predictable, long-term Acura maintenance costs depend on the driver. Your driving habits affect how often you
need service, and neglecting maintenance can further increase your costs down the road. Car repairs are also difficult to predict, but you can expect to pay more for repairs as your vehicle ages. According to RepairPal, Acura drivers reported the following problems most often with older vehicles: Air bag sensor malfunctions Rough automatic transmission shifting Shudder or vibration at medium speeds Many
Acuras come equipped with a Maintenance MinderTM, an on-board system that alerts drivers to various maintenance needs as they drive. Heres a breakdown of what the codes mean in the display, according to Curry Acura: Acura Maintenance CodeWhat It MeansAReplace engine oilBReplace engine oil and oil filter, rotate tires, check parking brake adjustment, and inspect various systems1Rotate tires2Replace
air cleaner filter, replace cabin air filter, and check drive belt3Replace transmission fluid and transfer fluid4Replace spark plugs and timing belt, and inspect water pump and valve clearance5Replace engine coolant6Replace rear differential fluid The Maintenance Minder monitors individual driver behaviors, but you should also be aware of Acuras manufacturer-recommended upkeep. Below is a sample
maintenance schedule for a 2018 Acura MDX, according to Openbay. Service IntervalMaintenance ItemEvery 7,500 milesOil change and tire rotationEvery 30,000 milesAir filter replacement, cabin air filter replacement, and rear differential fluid changeEvery 45,000 milesBrake fluid replacementEvery 60,000 milesTransfer case fluid replacement, coolant replacement, and automatic transmission fluid
replacementEvery 105,000 milesTiming belt replacement and spark plug replacements You can find more information about your specific Acura models maintenance schedule using your owners manual or Acuras website. Can a Car Warranty Lower Your Acura Maintenance Cost? Many extended car warranty providers let you choose your deductible and payment plan (in full or in monthly installments). With this
flexibility, an extended warranty can make it easier to plan your auto budget in the long term. Its also possible for the contract to cover more in repair costs than what you pay for the plan. Many drivers have found this to be the case. The Acura extended warranty can expand factory coverage up to nine years or 150,000 miles, whichever comes first. However, the manufacturers coverage options are limited and
depend on whether you have a new, used, or certified pre-owned (CPO) vehicle. Acura also offers a prepaid maintenance plan that can help drivers stick to the service schedule. Both extended warranty and maintenance plans are only valid at dealerships. Another option for extended warranty coverage is a third-party provider. Third-party plans can match Acuras coverage, and they offer more flexibility at a
cheaper price. Leading providers let you choose between licensed auto repair shops nationwide rather than limiting your choice to the dealership. These additional repair facility choices can keep your costs low if you have to pay for a non-covered part in conjunction with a covered repair. Reputable vehicle service contract companies offer a wide range of customizable coverage options. Acura has one extended
warranty option for used cars, but other companies have five or six coverage plans. And while Acuras plan can last up to 150,000 miles, third-party plans can last as long as 200,000 or 250,000 miles, depending on the provider you choose. If youre considering buying an extended warranty to lower your auto bill, its a good idea to compare quotes from multiple providers. Prices depend on your vehicles mileage and
condition, so there isnt a one-size-fits-all plan. In our research, Endurance and CARCHEX performed well across categories like industry reputation, customer service, and affordability. Get free quotes from leading providers to see how much you would pay for coverage. Considering the providers strong reputation, positive customer service ratings, and variety of coverage plans, we named Endurance the Best
Overall on the market. The company offers six plans that range from powertrain warranty coverage for crucial components to comprehensive coverage similar to a bumper-to-bumper warranty. Endurance also offers a unique plan that can cover scheduled maintenance items in addition to mechanical breakdowns, which may be able to help you keep down your Acura maintenance costs. Learn more in our
Endurance warranty review. CARCHEX is another top-rated provider. The company has been in business for more than 20 years, and its endorsed by industry leaders like Kelley Blue Book, Edmunds.com, and CARFAX. We chose CARCHEX as the best option for older vehicles because it can cover vehicles up to 250,000 miles. The provider offers five plans that span a wide range of coverage. Find out more in our
CARCHEX review. Our expert review team takes satisfaction in providing accurate and unbiased information. We identified the following rating categories based on consumer survey data and conducted extensive research to formulate rankings of the best extended auto warranty providers. Industry Standing: Our team considers Better Business Bureau (BBB) ratings, availability, and years in business when giving
this score. Coverage: Because each consumer has unique needs, its essential that a car warranty company offers an array of coverage options. We take into account the number of plans offered by each provider, term limits, exclusions, and additional benefits. Affordability: A variety of factors influence cost, so it can be difficult to compare quotes between providers. Our team performs ongoing secret shopper
analyses for different vehicles, mileages, warranty plans, and locations to give this rating. Customer Service: Reputable extended car warranty companies operate with a certain degree of care for consumers. We take into account customer reviews, BBB complaints, and the responsiveness of the customer service team. *Data accurate at time of publication. ACCELERATED SERVICE SCHEDULE Maintenance Items
Done In 60 Minutes or Less.A lot can happen in 60 minutes. In our client lounge, time flies right by. In our service bays, specially trained Acura Service Technician Teams fit a long list of well-choreographed tasks and inspections in to a surprisingly short time. With every Acura QUICK Service, your vehicle will receive a multi-point inspection and a complimentary wash and vacuum. All this is performed in 60
minutes or less by Acura-trained Technician Teams who use genuine Acura parts and fluids.Drive in appointments daily 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. weekdaysOur client lounge offers quiet, comfortable seating, wireless internet access, and complimentary refreshments.Check out our Routine Car Maintenance today!Service Packages Listed Below. Call us at 216-676-5400 for pricing questions. Acura Minder Codes A - Oil
and filter change, check tire pressure, top off fluids B - Oil and filter change, tire rotation, brake inspection, wiper blade insert replacement, underbody/underhood inspection 1 - Tire rotation 2 - Engine air and cabin filter replacement 3 - Automatic transmission and transfer case fluid change, check CV boots and drive train, road test 4 - Replace spark plugs, timing belt, inspect water pump, inspect and adjust valve
clearance 5 - Pressure test cooling system, check for leaks, drain antifreeze and overflow bottle, refill engine cooling system 6 - Drain and refill differential Included with all Services Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection All exterior lighting Inspect brake components Measure brake lining wear Inspect suspension components Inspect underside of chassis Inspect sear belts Inspect and adjust all vital fluids Adjust
tire pressure Inspect tire condition Measure tread wear Car wash & vacuum Free WiFi Free drinks and snacks Work stations Code A/B - Starting at $99.95Equivalent to 5,000 Maintenance Intervallncludes: Change Engine Oil With Genuine Acura Motor Oil And Parts Change Engine Oil Filter (Optional For A) Test Battery Condition Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection Code A1/B1 - Starting at $128.90Equivalent
to 5,000 Maintenance Interval Tire Rotation Change Engine Oil With Genuine Acura Motor Oil and Parts Test Battery Condition (some models extra cost) Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection Code B12 - Starting at $245.95Equivalent to 15,000 Maintenance Intervallncludes Tire Rotation Replace engine air filter Replace cabin filter Change Engine Oil With Genuine Acura Motor Oil and Parts Test Battery
Condition Vacuum and wash Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection Code 3 - Starting at $245.95 Automatic transmission flush does not include transfer fluid change for all-wheel drive models Acura transmission flush and replenish fluid Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection Some models extra cost2015 TLX, MDX , RDX All Wheel Drive Models - $359.95Includes: Acura transmission flush and replenish fluid
Transfer case fluid exchange Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection Accelerated Service Maintenance MinderCode 6 Differential Fluid Change - Starting at $139.95 Drain differential fluid and replace with Genuine Acura Differential Fluid Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection Additional Services Replace Engine Air Filter - $52.95 Replace Cabin Air Filter - $62.95 Rotate Tires - $28.95 Replace windshield wiper
blade inserts (each) - $19.95 Acura replacement battery 100 month limited warranty Starting at $169.95 Manual transmission service - $139.95 Transfer case fluid service - $139.95 Brake system fluid service - $159.95 Battery service - $24.95 Replace engine coolant flush - $159.95 Wheel alignment - $129.95 Wheel balance - $89.95 When youre in the market for a new or used luxury Acura, youll eventually wonder
what an Acura generally costs in terms of maintenance. In this blog, weve done our absolute best to give you a complete rundown of the costs and what you can expect for different models and model years. Lets start with a quick answer: Acura are affordable in maintenance and costs an average of $501 per year, which is less than the $646 average for all car brands. Acura parts are 10 20% more expensive than
average to replace, but they are highly reliable, which means they need to be replaced less often. This means Acuras are more comparable to affordable Asian car brands than to luxury brands such as Lexus, Infiniti, and Cadillac in terms of maintenance. However, that certainly doesnt tell the whole story. Below, well start by looking at the annual maintenance cost of the most popular models and their
corresponding model years. Furthermore, Well look at the eight most common service points and discuss what an Acura costs you in this regard. Well also compare the annual maintenance cost of an Acura to 23 other car brands and discuss why an Acura is considered to be cheap or expensive in maintenance. Read on! Below, weve used data from Repairpal to get an overview of the five most popular Acura models
sold in the past years and the maintenance costs for their corresponding model years. As you can immediately see, the maintenance costs for the 2021 2018 Acura models are not available. This is because these models are generally still pretty new, and they require less maintenance which means less data is gathered. However, we typically expect a new car to have 50 70% of the maintenance cost of a 5-year old
one, giving you an indication of what that would mean for different types of models. When we dive into the maintenance costs of the Acura, we see that they generally hover between the $400 $500 per year mark. As stated before, this is actually quite affordable, especially for the RDX, considering that this is a compact SUV (but an SUV nevertheless). The maintenance costs of an MDX are higher because this is the
largest car in the Acura line-up (its a mid-sized SUV), and these typically have higher maintenance costs. However, $571 per year on average is seen as nothing unusual for a car this size.
YearMDXRDXILXTLXTLTSX2021xxxxx2020xxxxx%x2019xxxxx%2018x%%x%%x%2017$597$466$401$433x%x2016$491$429$455$357xx2015$550$482$417$477xx2014$629$502$436x$465$4722013$604$559$440x$450$5132012$572$528xx$484$4252011$576$473xx$482$4102010$543$466xx$450$3712009$511$483xx$427$3722008$463$450xx$442$4562007$422$368xx$419$393Average$571$497$435$440$467$415
Also read: Furthermore, its essential to know what you can expect for the general service of your Acura and how much often-replaced parts cost. Below weve outlined the most general maintenance cost youll have and how this compares to the norm. Replacing the oil on an Acura is one of the most common maintenance tasks youll encounter. Expect to pay between $120 $140 to replace the oil in your Acura. $60
$70 are the cost of the oil itself, and another $60 $70 are added for labor. On average, an oil change costs $40 $60 for conventional oil and $60 120 for full synthetic oil. What type of oil your Acura needs depends on the model; however, most Acuras dont specifically recommend full synthetic. This means oil changes for an Acura are more expensive than average. Replacing the brake pads on an Acura will cost you
between $207 325 per axle (since they are replaced as a set). Parts cost between $102 $190, whereas labor costs run between $109 $139. The Acura TL is the most expensive car to have the brake pads replaced, and this task will cost around $300. On average, a brake pad replacement costs between $150 $300 per axle. This means that Acura are on the higher end of what you would expect to pay for a brake pad
replacement. Air, cabin, and fuel filters are other parts that need to be replaced quite frequently. Replacing the air or cabin air filter on an Acura will cost between $50 $70. Most of this is labor since the parts cost $20 $30. The fuel filter is an expensive element to replace, which will cost between $267 and $480. The TL is the cheapest model to replace the fuel filter, costing around $300. The TLX is the most
expensive, and changing the fuel filter will cost $400 $480. Typically, replacing a fuel filter costs between $80 $150. This means the replacement cost of an Acura fuel filter is very expensive compared to the average cost. However, Acura cars have fuel filters that are lifetime which means they last for more than 200,000 miles. Far more than the average 20,000 30,000 miles on a regular fuel filter. Having the
battery replaced on an Acura costs between $185 $240 in total. Around 80% of these costs are the cost of the battery, whereas the other 20% is the labor. On average, replacing a car battery costs between $120 $240, meaning that Acura are on the top end of this range, but not more expensive than what we would expect. Timing belts or timing chains replacements are arguably one of the most expensive
maintenance tasks that need to be carried out. Replacing the timing belt on an Acura will cost between $895 $1,167. The Acura TL is the most expensive car to replace your timing belt, costing $986 $1,167. All other Acuras are slightly lower than this. Parts are an essential part of the cost, with a new timing belt costing around $500 $650 and labor making up the rest. On average, replacing a timing belt will cost
between $500 and $1,000. It is pretty expensive to replace a timing belt on an Acura. This is mainly because Acura builds many SUVs, which increases the timing belt replacement price because it takes up more time. Rotation of the tires of an Acura isnt expensive and typically costs between $45 $70 in labor. Replacing tires is costly. How much you pay for tire replacement on your Acura mainly depends on your
vehicle and your chosen tires. Expect to pay between $150 $300 per tire for regular Acura tires. Furthermore, the installation will cost another $20 $35 per tire. On average, a single tire costs $50 on the low end for sedans and smaller cars, whereas it can cost up to $500 per tire for SUVs and trucks that require a premium tire. Acuras arent budget-friendly, but they also arent that expensive. Spark plugs only need
to be replaced between 30,000 90,000 miles depending on the Acura you have. Expect to pay between $269 $349 to replace a set of spark plugs. Spark plugs are the most expensive since they typically cost between $170 and $220. Labor generally costs another $100. On average, it costs $75 $250 to replace a set of spark plugs. Therefore, Acuras are slightly more expensive than average. Headlight bulbs certainly
dont need to be replaced that often. Typically, they last for 2,500 5,000 hours which means 3-5 years for most people. Replacing them on an Acura will cost between $200 $280 for a set. $40 $60 is for labor, and the rest is for the actual parts. On average, replacing headlight bulbs costs between $100 $150 for a set, making Acuras more expensive than average. Furthermore, we have to answer how expensive Acura
cars are when you compare them to the competition. As we saw above, Acura parts are generally on the upper end of what we would expect to pay for certain repairs. However, this doesnt tell the whole story. For example, if an Acura turns out to need very little maintenance, this will be reflected positively in the annual maintenance costs of the car. Reliability is a factor we havent accounted for so far. By
comparing Acura with 23 other carmakers (data from Repairpal), we can see what the real-world cost of owning an Acura are. As you can see in the table, the following becomes clear: Acura are not expensive cars to own compared to other car brands. Even though Acura are considered luxury vehicles, their actual maintenance costs are surprisingly low. On average, Acura costs $501 in maintenance costs per year,
bringing it to the number seven spot compared to 23 other cars brands. When compared with its direct competition, we see that Acura are also more affordable than Lexus ($551 per year), Buick ($608 per year), Infiniti ($638 per year), and Cadillac ($783 per year). Meaning that Acura are the most affordable option in the upper-class vehicle section when compared to other car brands. BrandAverage Annual
Maintenance CostsHonda$428Toyota$441Mazda$462Hyundai$468Kia$474Nissan$500Acura$501 Mitsubishi$535Lexus$551Buick$608Subaru$617Dodge$634Jeep$634Infiniti$638Chevrolet$649Volkswagen$676GMC$744Volvo$769Ford$775Cadillac$783RAM$858Lincoln$879Mercedes$908BMW$968 Finally, we have to answer why Acura turned out to be so affordable in maintenance. How come its competitors
are 10 25% more expensive in annual maintenance costs? First of all, Acura are made by Honda. This is because Honda owns the company and has done so for many years. Being able to use materials, parts, and resources from a company like Honda means that Acura has the advantage of scale. When Honda buys steel, they dont only for themselves but also for Acura. The same goes for parts, tires, and all other
components that go into an Acura. This ensures a discount on parts, making them less expensive than the direct competition. Furthermore, Acuras are manufactured in Honda facilities. Honda actually has a few factories in the United States for the American market. This means that Acura dont have to be shipped across the world to be sold in the North American market. Furthermore, using Hondas resources and
factories ensures scale and effective use of resources, all bringing down the cost of an Acura. Finally, because Honda makes Acura, they are reliable and have a high built quality. A car can only be affordable in maintenance if it doesnt break down a lot (this would increase the maintenance costs). Luckily for Acura, Honda has a reputation for building high-quality, affordable cars. They do the same for Acura. The
only difference is that Acura eventually gets outfitted with more expensive features. This creates the experience of luxury, but it doesnt change the quality of the car inherently, which is a good this. My name is Stefan; Im the owner and lead writer at TheDriverAdviser.com.Im an active writer on this blog myself, as well as a novice car mechanic. For the really technical stuff, I find writers with experience as a
mechanic or who have studied mechanical engineering.Read more about our fantastic team on our about page! Do you have any more questions that werent answered in this blog post? Join our free Facebook group and ask your question there. We promise you youll get an answer from one of our team members. Join the group here! Join us as our visual experts share mid-year trends and explore how brands can
connect with their audiences! Tune in 7/17.Register NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished thanever.See What's NewExplore how consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for yourvisuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportJoin us as our visual
experts share mid-year trends and explore how brands can connect with their audiences! Tune in 7/17.Register NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished thanever.See What's NewExplore how consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for
yourvisuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportJoin us as our visual experts share mid-year trends and explore how brands can connect with their audiences! Tune in 7/17.Register NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished thanever.See What's NewExplore how consumers want to
see climate stories told today, and what that means for yourvisuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportFind Service Centers by CityPhoenix, AZLos Angeles, CAOakland, CASacramento, CASan Diego, CASan Francisco, CASan Jose, CADenver, COFort Lauderdale, FLJacksonville, FLMiami, FLOrlando, FLTampa, FLAtlanta, GAChicago, ILIndianapolis, INDetroit, MIMinneapolis, MNSt. Louis, MOLas Vegas,
NVNew York, NYCharlotte, NCCincinnati, OHTulsa, OKOklahoma City, OKBoston, MAPhiladelphia, PAAustin, TXDallas, TXFort Worth, TXHouston, TXSan Antonio, TXSalt Lake City, UTWashington, DCSeattle, WATacoma, WAMarketing term for a vehicle with increased comfort, amenities, quality, or statusFor the film, see Luxury Car (film).Rolls-Royce Phantom V (19591968)A luxury car is a passenger automobile
providing superior comfort levels, features, and equipment. More expensive materials and surface finishes are used, and buyers expect a correspondingly high build quality.The term is relative and unavoidably subjective, reflecting both objective qualities of a car and projected and perceived image of the vehicle's marque.[1] Luxury brands rank above premium brands, though there is no clear distinction between
the two.[2]Luxury cars[3]span from sports cars to large saloons and sport utility vehicles. "Compact" luxury vehicles also fill a niche.[1]Main article: Car classificationSeveral car classification schemes include a luxury category, such as:Australia: Since the year 2000, the Federal Government's luxury car tax applies to new vehicles over a certain purchase price, with higher thresholds applying for cars considered as
fuel efficient.[4]1[5] As of 2019, the thresholds were approximately AU$66,000 (US$50,000) for normal cars and AU$76,000 (US$57,000) for fuel-efficient cars.[6]Europe: Luxury cars are classified as F-segment vehicles in the European Commission classification scheme.[7][8][9]Italy: The term "auto di lusso" is used for luxury cars.[10]France: The term "voiture de luxe" is used for luxury cars.[11]Germany: The term
German: Oberklasse (upper class) is used for luxury cars.[12]Russia: The term ( ("representative class vehicle, also translated as luxury vehicle) is used for luxury cars.[13]Rental cars: The ACRISS Car Classification Code is a system used by many car rental companies to define equivalent vehicles across brands. This system includes "Luxury" and "Luxury Elite" categories (along with "Premium" and "Premium Elite"
categories).[14] The criteria for a vehicle to be considered "luxury" is not published.1933 Duesenberg S] "Twenty Grand"Luxury cars have traditionally emphasized higher levels of comfort, performance, and safety.[15] Manufacturers often introduce new safety technologies and comfort amenities on luxury models before they are available on more affordable models.[16] Some brands, like Audi and BMW have
expanded their marketing downscale out of the traditional luxury realm by "introducing lesser priced and strip-down economy versions of their products."[17]Luxury vehicles can be a status symbol for conspicuous consumption.[18] However, to sort the theft of the most exotic models in a line, and cater to European luxury car buyers who shy away from being identified with conspicuous consumption, brands offer
buyers the option of removing exterior badges that identify the model name or engine size.[19]The suspension system of most luxury cars is tuned to prioritize ride quality over handling; however, some are marketed as "sports luxury" and have a greater emphasis on handling characteristics,[20][21] while others seek to optimize both.Traditionally, luxury cars have used a front-engine, rear-wheel drive (FR) layout.
Due to improvements in technology, the FR layout is more expensive to produce and produces lower fuel economy than a front-wheel drive layout;[citation needed] however, it allows for larger engines (particularly straight-six, V8, and V12) to be used.[19][22][23][24]Some American luxury cars during the 1970s through the 1990s switched to a front-wheel drive layout with a transverse engine provoked by the Arab
Oil Embargo of 1973 and the 1979 oil crisis, which caused automakers to discontinue many FR platforms in favor of the more economical front-wheel drive (FF) layout.[25] From the early 2000s, several of these American luxury cars reverted to FR layouts.[26][27][28][29]Since the introduction of the Bentley Continental GT in 2003, additional luxury grand tourers have adopted all-wheel drive.[30]Bugatti Royale
(19271933)Prior to World War II, a wide array of European producers made luxury cars, including Rolls-Royce, Bugatti, Delage, Delahaye, Talbot-Lago, Bentley, Alvis, Avions Voisin, Isotta Fraschini, Horch, Simson, Stoewer, Maybach, Mercedes-Benz, Hispano Suiza, Daimler Company, and Spyker.[31][32]France was a leading producer of powerful luxury automobiles before World War I1.[33] After World War II, the
French government used puissance fiscale tax regulations to encourage manufacturers to build cars with small engines and French motorists to buy them.[33] The Maserati-powered Citron SM and the Citron C6 were arguably the last domestic French luxury cars.[34]1[35] In the 2010s, some French manufacturers attempted to develop luxury cars; however the lack of a historical legacy hindered these efforts.[36]
In 2014, Citron introduced DS Automobiles sub-brand to market luxury cars.[37][38]Pre World War II, intermediate car manufacturers like Renault, Fiat, Opel, Lancia, koda, Riley, Praga, Peugeot, Hillman, and Tatra made luxury cars. However, they had to transition to produce economy cars and superminis post World War II. Following World War II, Germany rose to become an export powerhouse, building on
success with the Mercedes-Benz brand. Aircraft engine manufacturer BMW began making motorcycles then small cars, including under license from the Austin Motor Company, and evolved into the luxury market segment ultimately acquiring Rolls-Royce Motor Cars in 1998.[39][40] Volkswagen entered the high-end market by expanding or acquiring additional brands such as Audi, Porsche, Bentley, Lamborghini,
and Bugatti.[41]In the Soviet Union, the manufacturer ZiL (then called Zis) began producing representational limousines in the mid-1930s.[42] In the early 1950s, GAZ joined with the somewhat smaller "Chaika" model range. In 2018, Aurus Motors was established to produce luxury vehicles for the Russian market.1940 Packard 180 Darrin Sport SedanThe luxury car phenomenon began at the start of the
automobile industry when the wealthy frequently invested in manufacturing such models to gain social prestige.[43] Emphasis was also placed on custom-built coachwork.[44] The 1920s and 1930s were the apogee of production of these very large luxury automobiles from many manufacturers. The significant North American manufacturers from 1910 until 1940 included Auburn, Buick, Cadillac, Chrysler,
Continental, Cord, Daniels, DeSoto, Duesenberg, Franklin, Imperial, LaFayette, LaSalle, Lincoln, Marmon, Packard, Peerless, Pierce Arrow, Ruxton, Stearns-Knight, and Stutz. The Great Depression put many luxury car manufacturers out of business.[45][46]1969 Cadillac Fleetwood Eldorado coupeFrom 1946 until the late 1990s, Cadillac was the top-selling brand of luxury cars in the U.S., while Lincoln was
second.[47] The most successful and long-running model names during this era were the Cadillac DeVille, Lincoln Continental, and the Chrysler Imperial. The Lincoln Mark Series and Cadillac Eldorado were positioned in the personal luxury category, and competition between them continued into the 1990s.[48]The personal luxury car emerged into mass popularity and affordability as an America-specific category
of popularly-priced cars made from the 1950s by the four domestic manufacturers (GM, Ford, Chrysler, and AMC) that reached peak popularity in the 1970s.[49] The cars were stylized, mass-produced two-door coups or convertibles, relying on standard components.[50] These distinctively styled cars were targeting the needs of individual customers, not an entire family.[51] The longest running model lines were
the 1958-1997 Ford Thunderbird, 1956-1998 Lincoln Mark Series, and the 1967-2002 Cadillac Eldorado.In 1990, American luxury brands dominated, with Cadillac selling over a quarter-million cars, and Lincoln had its best year ever at 231,660 units.[52] However, the market was changing with an ever greater acceptance of smaller, more efficient imported luxury brands. At the same time, the domestic
manufacturers were downsizing their models with product decisions that backfired on quality and brand respect.[52]Since the late 1990s, Japanese and German brands have sold the most luxury-type cars in the United States. However, the Cadillac Escalade has led the luxury SUV segment sales in the United States since its introduction in 1998, with the highest sales for 15 out of its first 20 years on the market.
[53][54]In the 2000s, both Ford and General Motors produced luxury pickups: 2002-2013 Cadillac Escalade EXT, 2002-2003 Lincoln Blackwood, and 2006-2014 Lincoln Mark LT.In the late 2000s, the Cadillac CTS and Cadillac DTS led to a resurgence in the brand's luxury sedans.[55] The equivalent sedan from the Ford group, the 2008 Lincoln MKS, was also regarded as a significant improvement over previous
models.[56] In 2010, BMW was the best-selling luxury vehicle manufacturer by sales, with Audi and Mercedes-Benz the second and third highest selling luxury brands.[57]Hongqi L5Toyota CenturyChinese manufacturer Hongqi was launched in 1958, making it the oldest Chinese luxury car marque.[58] Later newcomers joined taking advantage of the rise of electric powertrains, with NEV brands such as Nio in
2014, Lynk & Co in 2016, HiPhi in 2019, Zeekr in 2021 and Yangwang in 2023 producing luxury electric and hybrid vehicles.Japanese manufacturers have been producing luxury cars since the 1950s, including the Toyota Crown (1955present),[59][60] Prince/Nissan Gloria (19592004), Nissan Cedric (19602015), Mitsubishi Debonair (19641998), Nissan President (19652010), Toyota Century (1967present), Mazda
Luce/929 (19691991), and Honda Legend (19852021).[61]Since the 1980s, overseas sales of Japanese luxury cars have increased, challenging traditional European luxury brands.[62]Genesis G90Several East Asian manufacturers have created sub-brands for the marketing of luxury cars. The first of these was the 1986 launch of Acura (a Honda sub-brand), followed by Lexus (Toyota) in 1989, Infiniti (Nissan) in
1989, and Genesis (Hyundai) in 2015.[62]The 2008 financial crisis and the Great Recession marked the first time since the Great Depression that the luxury car market suffered considerably, something not seen in previous economic downturns. Many such customers saw their net worth decline during this time.[18][63] For example, some of the steepest drop-offs came at the high end, including the BMW 7 Series
and Rolls-Royce Phantom, and in 2010 Mercedes-Benz dropped the price of the W212 E-Class. The unusually sharp decline in luxury car sales has led observers to believe that there is a fundamental shift and reshaping of the luxury automotive market, with one industry official suggesting that the marques no longer command the premiums that they used to and another saying that conspicuous consumption was no
longer attractive in poor economic conditions.[62] Additionally, mainstream brands have been able to offer amenities and devices such as leather, wood, and anti-lock brakes, previously found only on luxury cars, as the costs decline.[62]However, luxury vehicle sales remained relatively high compared to their non-luxury counterparts.[64][65] This was aided by growing interest in luxury vehicles from emerging
markets such as China and Russia.[62]Sales in the entry-level luxury segment remained strong throughout the GFC, due to prices being lowered to compete with well-equipped non-luxury cars.[66]1[67] For example, in Canada, several luxury manufacturers set sales records in August 2009, due mostly to discounted pricing on entry-level luxury vehicles.[68][69]A Duesenberg, "one of the great luxury cars"[70] with
custom body by Willoughby1932 Nash Ambassador 8 Convertible Sedan, characterized as "the Duesenberg from Kenosha"[71]A 1930s Italian Isotta Fraschini Tipo 8A S LeBaron Boattail Roadster[72]1936 Delage D8 120 Chapron Cabriolet[73]1936 Mercedes-Benz 500K Spezial-Roadster[74]Some auto manufacturers market their luxury models using the same marque as the rest of their line. Others have created a
separate marque (e.g. Lexus, launched by Toyota in 1989)[75] or purchased one (e.g. Bentley, by Volkswagen in 1998).[76][77]Occasionally, a luxury car is initially sold under a mainstream marque and is later rebranded under a specific luxury marque (for example, the Hyundai's Genesis to Genesis G80 as well as the Citron DS to DS 5).[78][79]For mass-produced luxury cars, sharing of platforms or components
with other models is common,[80] as per modern automotive industry practice.CarmakerSample luxury vehicle brandsAston MartinAston Martin, LagondaAuburnDuesenberg, Cord, AuburnBMWBMW, Rolls-RoyceBYDDenza, Yangwang,[81]CheryExeed, Jetour Zongheng, LuxeedChrysler CorporationImperial, Chrysler, DeSotoDongfeng Motor CorporationVoyah, M-Hero (Mengshi)DorcenDorcenFAW
GroupHongqgiFerrari N.V.FerrariFord Motor CompanyLincoln, Continental GAC GroupAion,[82] TrumpchiGeelyVolvo Cars,[83][84] Lynk & Co,[85] Polestar,[86] Lotus, Zeekr,[87] Jidu Auto[88]General MotorsCadillac, LaSalle, Buick, OldsmobileGreat Wall MotorsWEY, TankHispano-SuizaHispano-SuizaHondaAcuraHudson Motor CompanyGreater Eight,[89][90] Italia[91][92]Human HorizonsHiPhiHyundaiGenesis
Motorldeal Team VenturesApollo, De Tomaso[93]Kaiser-FrazerFrazerKarma AutomotiveKarmali AutoLi AutoLucid MotorsLucid MotorsMercedes-Benz GroupMercedes-Benz, MaybachNash Motor CompanyAmbassador,[94][95] Nash-Healey[92]NAMIAurusNioNioRenaultNissanMitsubishi AlliancelnfinitiSAIC MotorIM Motors,[96]StellantisMaserati, Lancia, DS, Alfa RomeoStudebakerPackard[97]Tata MotorsJaguar
Cars, Land Rover, Daimler, LanchesterToyotaLexus, Century,[98] Crown[99]Volkswagen GroupAudi, Bentley, Bugatti, Porsche, LamborghiniWanxiangKarma AutomotiveWeltmeisterWeltmeisterMain articles: Compact executive car and D-segmentA compact executive car or a compact luxury car is a premium car larger than a premium compact and smaller than an executive car. In European classification, compact
executive cars are part of the D-segment. In North American terms, close equivalents are "compact premium car", "compact luxury car",[100] "entry-level luxury car" and "near-luxury car".[101] Compact executive cars are usually based on the platform of a mid-size car (also known as large family car or D-segment), while some models may be based on a compact car (also known as small family car or C-
segment).Alfa Romeo Giulia Volvo S60 Peugeot 508 Main articles: Executive car and E-segmentExecutive car is a British term for an automobile larger than a large family car. In official use, the term is adopted by Euro NCAP, a European organization founded to test for car safety. It is a passenger car classification defined by the European Commission.BMW 5 Series Audi A6 Jaguar XF Main article: F-segmentThe
next category of luxury cars is known in Great Britain as a "luxury saloon" or "luxury limousine,"[102][103][104][105] and is known in the United States as a full-size luxury sedan, large luxury sedan, or flagship sedan.[106][107][108][109] It is the equivalent of the European F-segment and the German Oberklasse segment.Many of these luxury saloons are the flagship for the marque and include the newest
automotive technology.[110] Several models are available in long-wheelbase versions, which provide additional rear legroom and may have a higher level of standard features.[111]Examples of luxury saloons / full-size luxury sedans include the BMW 7 Series,[112] Jaguar X]J, Cadillac CT6,[113][114] Genesis G90,[113] Audi A8,[115] Mercedes-Benz S-Class,[112] Lexus LS,[113]Hongqi H9, Porsche Panamera and
Maserati Quattroporte.[112]Mercedes-Benz S-Class Porsche Panamera Maserati Quattroporte Luxury cars costing over US$100,000 (as of 2007) can be considered as "ultra-luxury cars".[116] Examples include the Rolls-Royce Phantom, Maybach 57 and 62, Hongqi L5, Bentley Mulsanne, Cadillac Celestiq, Toyota Century, and Aurus Senat.[116][117][118] High-end sports cars which are targeted towards
performance rather than luxury are not usually classified as ultra-luxury cars, even when their cost is greater than US$100,000.[116] The history of a brand and the exclusivity of a particular model can result in price premiums compared to luxury cars with similar features from less prestigious manufacturers.[119] Ultra-luxury cars are usually selected as the official state car.[120]Rolls-Royce Phantom VIIIBentley
MulsanneMaybach 62 SMain article: Grand tourerGrand tourers are essentially high-performance luxury vehicles. These vehicles are generally two-door coupes and are made for long-distance driving, combined with the luxury of an executive car or full-size luxury car.[121]Ferrari 812 SuperfastBentley Continental GTAston Martin DB12Long before the luxury SUV segment was defined and became popular, the
1966 Jeep Super Wagoneer was marketed at the time as a fully-equipped station wagon.[122][123][124][125]:3 It was the first off-road SUV to offer a V8 engine and automatic transmission along with luxury car trim and equipment.[126] Standard features included bucket seating, a center console, air conditioning, a seven-position tilt steering wheel, a vinyl roof, and gold-colored trim panels on the body sides and
tailgate.[125]:3 It became "the most significant vehicle to carve a path for the modern luxury SUV".[127] By the late 1970s, optional equipment included an electric sunroof.[125]:4 The 1978 Jeep Wagoneer Limited was the spiritual successor to the Super Wagoneer and was the first four-wheel drive car to use leather upholstery.[125]:5The Range Rover was released in 1970 as a two-door vehicle for off-road
durability with few "creature comforts."[128] A four-door version was added in 1981, and the model was pushed upmarket in 1983 by introducing an automatic transmission (Chrysler's A727 TorqueFlite) as an option.[129] The Range Rover had a long-travel coil-spring suspension and a modified, Buick-designed aluminum V8 engine.[130][131]In the mid-1990s, the SUV market expanded with new entrants and the
entry-level Ford Explorer and upscale Jeep Grand Cherokee became the market leaders.[132] The fastest-growing sector of this market was for the so-called luxury SUVs, which included the Jeep Grand Cherokee ... the Grand Cherokee's allure: "This vehicle is proof you can have a true off-road vehicle without giving up luxuries and amenities" with the Jeep providing a crucial new intangible factor for buyersimage.
[133]The SUV models generated higher profit margins than passenger cars, and car manufacturers began introducing new luxury SUVs during the late 1990s.[134] SUVs such as the 1995 Lexus LX, 1997 Mercedes-Benz M-Class, and 1998 Lincoln Navigator were the first SUVs produced by these luxury car brands. Some of these early luxury SUV models used unibody construction, becoming part of the trend
moving away from the body-on-frame construction traditionally used by off-road vehicles.During the mid-2000s, SUVs from luxury car brands grew by almost 40% in the United States to more than 430,000 vehicles (excluding SUV-only brands like Hummer and Land Rover), at a time when luxury car sales suffered a 1% decline, and non-luxury SUV sales were flat. By 2004, 30% of major luxury brands' U.S. sales
were SUVs. Crossover SUVs became increasingly popular in the mid-2000s, and manufacturers began producing luxury versions. The Lexus RX was the earliest luxury crossover on the market, and it has since been the best-selling luxury vehicle in the US.[135] Some luxury crossovers are built on a platform shared with sedans or hatchbacks. For example, the Infiniti FX is based upon the same platform as the
Infiniti G35 sedans and coupes.[136] While early luxury crossovers released in the late 1990s have resembled traditional boxy SUVs, later crossovers, such as the Infiniti FX and BMW X6, have been designed with a sporting appearance.[137][138][139]Despite the increased popularity of crossover models, traditional luxury SUVs remain in production. Examples include the Lexus LX, Infiniti QX80, and Lincoln
Navigator.[140]Research data from the mid-2000s suggested that luxury SUV buyers did not consider traditional luxury cars (e.g., sedans and coupes); therefore, the SUV is becoming the key to bringing new customers into luxury dealerships.[141]Luxury brands have introduced SUV or crossover models in the 2010s. These include: Mercedes-Maybach GLS, Porsche Cayenne, BMW iX, Lamborghini Urus, Ferrari
Purosangue, Maserati Levante, Rolls-Royce Cullinan, Bentley Bentayga, Aston Martin DBX, Range Rover, Lotus Eletre, Lexus LX, Zeekr 9X and Yangwang U8.Lamborghini Urus Ferrari Purosangue Aston Martin DBX Manufacturers such as Mercedes-Benz, Toyota, Lexus, Buick, Hongqi, Zeekr and Volvo have marketed upscale luxury MPVs as luxury vehicles, mainly marketed for Asian markets.Luxury MPVs
generally have 3-rows of six or seven seats; however, range-topping flagship models may also offer a 2-rows option with four seats, which typically have more features than their cheaper counterparts. By the early 2020s, manufacturers have found additional strategies to improve technologies, such as new materials, new systems, and improving exteriors.Examples of luxury MPV models include Mercedes-Benz V-
Class, Lexus LM, Buick GL8, Honggi HQ9, Toyota Alphard, Volvo EM90 and the Zeekr 009.[142][143]Examples of luxury MPVsMercedes-Benz EQVLexus LMZeekr 009Car classificationLuxury MPVLuxury goodsOfficial state car”™ a b Anurit, Jakrapan; Newman, Karin; Chansarkar, Bal (1998). "Consumer Behaviour of Luxury Automobiles: A Comparative Study between Thai and UK Customers' Perceptions" (PDF).
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